Minutes of the Second Annual Meeting of Little Chaflont Parish Council
Held at 7.30pm on the 1% May 2008
in the Village Library, Cokes Lane, Little Chalfont

Present:Cllr. M Dale, ClIr B Drew, CliIr. C Gibbs, ClIr C gham, ClIr. D Marshall, Cllr A
Tate (Chairman Item 1a), Cllr. G Smith and CllM#kinson (Chairman Item 1b onwards).

In Attendance: Mrs J Mason (Clerk), Cllr. M Phillips (Chiltern Digct Council), Clir. M
Smith (Chiltern District Council) and Clir. M TeBuckinghamshire County Council).

Members of the Public: H. Wizgier, Chiltern Voice weblog; M. Mason, LCVS/
LCRG/LCMTHC: Paul Houghton, Oakington Avenue Reaigléan Morris, Chalfont Art;
lan MacKay, LCVS and Fatima Selahi, Floral Art.

1. Appointment of officers for 2008/9

a. To Appoint a Chairman of the Council — It vgasposed and seconded that Clir F
Wilkinson be appointed Chairman of the Counciltfoe year 2008/2009. ClIr Wilkinson
accepted this appointment and thanked colleagugblddrust they were placing in him.

b. To Appoint a Vice Chairman of the Councilt-whs proposed and seconded that Clir B
Drew be appointed Vice-Chairman of the Counciltfa year 2008/2009.

c. To Appoint a Chairman of the Planning Comeatt It was proposed and seconded that
Cllr Ingham be reappointed as Chairman of the Rfgn@ommittee.

Cllr Wilkinson commented that the Finance and Galneurposes Committee business had,
in recent months, been subsumed satisfactorily@uoncil meeting agenda and would
therefore no longer meet.

2. To Propose and Agree Membership of Sub Committse

a. Establishment: Membership: It was proposetissconded that the following would be
members of this committee: Chairman, Vice Chairnaau, Chairman of the Planning
Committee.

3. Membership of Outside Bodies

a. Revitalisation Group: Clir B. Drew was propdsind seconded.

b. Neighbourhood Action Group: CllIr G. Smith wasposed and seconded.

c. GE Healthcare Liaison Group: ClIr A. Tate wasposed and seconded.

d. Village Hall Management Committee: Clir B.ebr and ClIr C Gibbs were proposed and
seconded.

e. Getting Closer to Communities: Clir F Wilkomswas proposed and seconded.

f. Local Area Committee/Forum: ClIr F Wilkinsevas proposed and seconded.

Cllr Wilkinson noted that the membership of thedatwo bodies would be reviewed at a
later date.



4. Report on the Council’s First Year of Operation:Clir Tate

Cllr Tate looked back on events over the Coundils year. He was grateful for the support
colleagues had given him during the year and thduthkem for this. However, he felt a
degree of disappointment with progress in a nurobareas. For example, he would have
liked to have seen more progress with refurbishroétite Village Hall and Westwood Park
pavilion together with resolution of outstandinguss regarding the transfer of capital from
Amersham Town Council. Additionally, the outconfesome planning applications, in
particular the old sawmill site in Bell Lane, wexteodds with the views of the Parish
Council.

Cllr Wilkinson, in thanking Clir Tate, reassuredleagues that the Council was still evolving
and his future priorities would include areas rdibg ClIr Tate. He emphasised the need to
set in place robust administrative procedures aridliow through with the refurbishment of
the Hall and to seek a resolution of outstandingricial matters with Amersham Town
Council.

5. Report on the Accounts: Mrs J Mason

Mrs Mason reported that the precept for 2007/2C88lieen set at £196,000. Other
significant items of income had been an initialitapgransfer from Amersham Town Council
in December of £62,932 whilst a contingency amadift50,000 had not been spent. This
latter item was indicative that budgeting in thstfiyear had, inevitably, not been as precise
as it would be in future years. Main areas of spentad been on the hall, the pavilion,
grounds, maintenance, street lighting and salanesonclusion, although spending had been
quite conservative in the first year, this did méaat the Council now had funds to achieve
some of the objectives indicated by Clir Wilkinsé.31 March 2008 there was a balance of
almost £110,000. The balance sheet and incomexg@hditure accounts were circulated.

6. Appointment of Auditors

Mr Vince Morris was appointed as Internal Aadand it was noted that Mazars were the
Council’s external auditors.

7. To accept a resolution that standing orders bguspended to allow any members of
the public to speak.

The above resolution was accepted. Mr P Houghtoesident from Oakington Avenue,
urged the council to put pressure on the manageaie¢hé Glencoe site to reduce
significantly the noise from the plant which he gared to the constant torture of a dripping
tap. Representations had been made to plant maeagethe District Council and the local
MP Cheryl Gillan. His view was that the respongarfithe District Council had been less
than satisfactory and the best approach now woeil lestablish the constant noise as
constituting a nuisance.

Clir Phillips then responded to comments made lyTaite and stated that he felt that the
shadow Parish Council had had a fine line to tiestdveen helping the establishment of the
new Council and being seen as intrusive. Turnintpeassue of the Saw Mill site in Bell



Lane, he had been disappointed that the areaguslyidesignated an employment site, was
now most likely to be developed for housing.

Mr M Mason urged those present to make a recomntiemd@r the Chairmanship of the
Revitalisation Committee; Clir Drew had done a &stit job and it would be detrimental to
the village and aspirations to the achievementafaessful Market Town Health Check
were it to lose its strong leadership.

8. To receive and approve the minutes of the meegrheld on 15 April 2008

These minutes, which had been circulated previoustye approved and signed by the
Chairman.

9. To agree a resolution that matters arising fromthe minutes be deferred until the
next meeting of the Council on 10 June 2008 with ¢éhexception of those items covered in
items 10 and 11 of this agenda.

This resolution was agreed.

10. To discuss and, if appropriate, make proposalsegarding the use of advertising
boards by businesses in Little Chalfont.

Cllr Wilkinson reminded colleagues that at the kasteting several shop proprietors had
made representations objecting to the confiscatf@uvertising boards by the Council,
following warnings that the boards were causing@lastruction. In acknowledging that
perhaps more consultation might have been apptegiéor to taking the action to
confiscate boards, he referred to the legislatiguporting the action, namely the Highways
Act of 1980, in particular section 130 and follogjrsection 143 and section 149.
Additionally, Little Chalfont Parish Council hasldgated authority from Buckinghamshire
County Council to act in removing unauthorised siiom the Highway. At one stage the
number of signs had proliferated to over thirtyysiag obstructions and distraction to drivers
and pedestrians. However, the Council agreed hleadi¢tion taken had not perhaps been as
pragmatic as it might have been. For example, rappéanation of the law should have been
given and a uniform, village-wide strategy shoudénbeen developed. He emphasised that
the Council were not unsympathetic to shop andnessi owners in these difficult trading
times; this had been demonstrated by the strongostigiven over recent discussions about
parking. Clir Tate supported these comments aldD@éw suggested the possibility of
adopting the guidelines used by the County Couihbils action was agreed and ClIr
Wilkinson, together with the Clerk, undertoolitnse with each trader on this guidance. In
conclusion, Clir Drew hoped that a dialogue cowddcetablished with businesses to discuss
areas where help can be given. He urged tradgomtthe Revitalisation Committee, the
ideal forum for such initiatives.

11. To receive an update on plans for Village Day
Reminding colleagues that Village Day was on 28J@Ir Drew reported that Alan Watson

was organising the programme with his usual flag anthusiasm. As a result the event
would be bigger than last year, utilising the whol&Vestwood Park. There would be a



Farmers’ market on the Village Green and Dr. Cmaits High School were holding their
Summer fete on the same day. The Council wererigrttie Bird of Prey demonstration and
the provision of toilet facilities at the park. Brammes would be a £1 each and the profit
from a recent cabaret evening at Dr Challoner’s maasg put towards the costs. The website
gave more details and he thanked the Council f&r Support.

12. To consider noise pollution in Oakington Avenue

Cllr Ingham, Chairman of the Planning CommitteeJradsed this item. He had been alerted
to the issue when he had originally stood for éectHe had spoken to the Chiltern District
Council Enforcement officer, Mrs Francis, to esistblwhether the activities being
undertaken were consistent with their approvedgoaieof planning use (B(8)). She had
advised that it was not consistent but only a nmaignfringement. An approach was made to
Glencoe at the plant but no action had been taigghdm. However, it transpires that the
company have moved the hammering element of teguitées to another site. The
remaining noise from the vehicles beeping and teegure washing were therefore not
planning issues but noise as a nuisance and asasuahvironmental health issue. It was
agreed that the Council would keep this item umeeiew and establish whether the
hammering had definitely been transferred elsewhaditionally, they would assist
residents make representations to the Environmelgalth Department and, if appropriate,
the Planning Department.

13. Date of next meeting: 10 June 2008 (in the Libary)



